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GENEVA FOR SEABED DEL - SLOSS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, NATO, MBFR, GW 
SUBJECT: MBFR: NEW FRG PROPOSALS 

1 . FONOFF STATE SECRETARY VAN WELL TOLD THE AMBASSADOR 
TODAY THAT THE FRG'S MBFR INITIATIVES, WHICH HAVE 
RECEIVED CONSIDERABLE PRESS PLAY IN BONN, WERE ALL 
WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE PARITY AND COLLECTIVITY 
PRINCIPLES. HE SAID THE FRG WAS CONSIDERING THE IDEA 

OF EQUAL PERCENTAGE REDUCTIONS BY BOTH SIDES IN ORDER 
TO REACH THE 700,000-MAN COMMON CEILING. 

2. THE FONOFF, VAN WELL CONTINUED, HAD PREPARED 
VARIOUS PAPERS AND ANAGYSES ABOUT WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN 
IN MBFR FOLLOWING THE CURRENT DATA DISCUSSION. HE 
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INDICATED THAT, IF THERE WERE NO PROGRESS IN MBFR 
FOLLOWING CONCLUSION OF THE DATA DISCUSSION, THEN 
THE FRG BELIEVED IT MIGHT BE FEASIBLE TO CONSIDER 
FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF CONFIDENCE-BUILDING MEASURES. 

FINALLY, VAN WELL SAID THE WORK IN THE FONOFF ON 
MBFR WAS RELATED TO THE GERMAN DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
SCENE. 
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3. COMMENT: THE IDEA OF EQUAL PERCENTAGE REDUCTIONS 
TO REACH THE COMMON CEILING HAS BEEN DISCUSSED ON 
PAST OCCASIONS WITH THE US BY FRG ARMS CONTROL 
COMMISSIONER RUTH AND FORMER COMMISSIONER ROTH AND 
IS NOT NEW. THE GERMANS HAVE EVEN GIVEN US A PAPER 
ON IT. THE EMBASSY BELIEVES, HOWEVER, THAT FONOFF 
OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN DISAPPOINTED WITH US REACTION TO 
AN IDEA WHICH, IN THEIR OPINION, PROBABLY WARRANTS 
FURTHER CONSIDERATION. 

AS FOR THE DOMESTIC POLITICAL SITUATION REFERRED 
TO BY VAN WELL, READERS WILL RECALL THAT PROMINENT 
SPD FIGURES SUCH AS BRANDT, WEHNER, EHMKE AND PAWELCZYK 
HAVE BEEN PRESSING THE GOVERNMENT TO SEIZE THE 
INITIATIVE IN MBFR SINCE LAST FALL'S ELECTION CAMPAIGN. 

BY HAVING HIS FONOFF PEOPLE DEVELOP SOME "NEW 
INITIATIVES", GENSCHER WILL BE ABLE TO ARGUE THAT HE 
HAS MADE A SINCERE EFFORT TO MEET THEIR CONCERNS AND 
TO TRY TO MOVE THE NEGOTIATIONS AHEAD. AT THE SAME 
TIME, HE IS PROTECTING HIS CDU/CSU FLANK BY INSURING 
THAT THE FRG PROPOSALS REMAIN WELL WITHIN THE ALLIANCE'S 
PARAMETERS. 

WHILE SOME PRESS REPORTS INDICATED GENSCHER PLANNED 
TO DISCUSS THE "NEW INITIATIVES" WITH THE CHANCELLOR 
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SOON, WE NOTE THAT SCHMIDT LEFT FOR CANADA YESTERDAY 
AND WE DOUBT THAT ANY DISCUSSIONS TOOK PLACE. 
NEVERTHELESS, THE CHANCELLOR, OR GENSCHER, MAY WELL 
ADVANCE SOME OF THESE IDEAS DURING THEIR MEETINGS 
WITH THE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY LATER THIS MONTH. 
STOESSEL 
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